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VILLAGE Spotlight DEB AGIN 

        If you’ve shopped 

at Stoodt’s Fresh Market 

on a weekday, you’ve 

probably met cashier, 

Deb Agin.  This quiet, 

unassuming lady was 

born in Bucyrus, but her 

family moved to Butler 

when she was only six 

months old, making her 

a true “valley girl”.   

        An animal lover, 

Deb has one cat of her 

own, but feeds (and 

names) the strays in her 

neighborhood.  In the 

past she has had dogs, 

rabbits, and even a  

chipmunk she called 

“Chippers” that kept her 

company when she 

would hang laundry out 

to dry. 

        Deb worked at 

Hitchman’s Market in 

Butler for 28 years, until 

the store closed in 

2012.   She then came 

to Stoodt’s, where she 

has worked ever since.  

She loves meeting and 

helping customers, and 

when she isn’t busy with 

that, she likes to keep 

the front area of the 

store looking neat.  She 

will cheerfully help stock 

shelves or do anything 

else that needs to be 

done. 

        Deb likes to work in 

her flower gardens.  She 

especially loves roses, 

lilacs, and lilies, but only 

IN the garden.  She 

doesn’t want to cut flow-

ers to bring indoors be-

cause then other people 

wouldn’t be able to en-

joy their beauty.  She 

also likes to keep in 

touch with family and 

check on several elderly 

acquaintances, making 

sure they have every-

thing they need.  She 

loves people and wants 

everyone to be happy.  

        Deb enjoys cooking, 

and notes that her favor-

ites include meat loaf 

and “good potato salad”.  

Photography is a hobby 

she thinks she would en-

joy and she talks of in-

vesting in a camera one 

of these days so that she 

can take pictures of ani-

mals, flowers, and nature 

scenes. 

       Quiet but very friend-

ly, Deb is one sweet lady, 

who truly cares about 

others and is a delightful 

asset to the Stoodt’s 

Fresh Market team and 

to our valley community.  

Thank you, Deb! 

NATIONAL BEST 

FRIENDS DAY 

Is June 18. 

Celebrated each year, 

this day is dedicated to 

honoring the special 

bonds of companionship 

and support.  Grab your 

best friend and make a 

special memory! 

Join American Legion Irvin Hiskey Post 535 on June 14 at       

Legion Park for a Flag Retiring Ceremony and  

COMMUNITY DINNER.    

Ceremony 1 pm  -  Dinner 2 pm  -  DJ Music 

PUBLIC WELCOME 

Hamburgers and Hot dogs provided.  Please bring a covered dish. 
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       On October 1, 2025, 

the Village of Bellville offi-

cially joined the AARP Net-

work of Age-Friendly 

States and Communities, 

becoming the 37th com-

munity in Ohio to receive 

this designation.  Simply 

put, being an Age-Friendly 

Community means mak-

ing Bellville a place where 

people of all ages can live, 

grow, and age with inde-

pendence, dignity, and 

a strong sense of belong-

ing. 

       The Age-Friendly initi-

ative looks at how a com-

munity supports residents 

across all stages of life.  

This can include safe, 

walkable spaces, access 

to services, opportunities 

for social connection, and 

ways to continue learning 

and staying engaged.    

While these priorities may 

look different from person 

to person, the goal re-

mains the same: creating 

a community where every-

one has the opportunity to 

thrive. 

        Leading this effort 

locally is the Ohio District 

5 Area Agency on Aging, 

Inc. (AAA5), working close-

ly with Bellville’s Mayor 

and Village Council.  Sup-

porting this work is the 

Age-Friendly Bellville Advi-

sory Group, assembled by 

Trae Turner, Chief of Plan-

ning & Development at 

AAA5 and a lifelong resi-

dent.   Dedicated advisory 

group members—and 

familiar faces in the val-

ley—Karen Smith, Terri 

Hamilton, Judy Copper-

smith, and Norris 

Tangeman are helping 

guide the project while 

staying closely connected 

to community input. Norris 

Tangeman added, “I’m 

proud to be part of the Ad-

visory Group and its 

mission.  It’s a pleasure 

working with people who 

share common goals—

especially when they bene-

fit Bellville.” 

        Through community 

listening sessions Advisory 

members gather feedback, 

identify needs, and devel-

op ideas—but ultimately 

make recommendations to 

the Mayor and Council, 

who review and decide on 

next steps. 

        One of the most im-

portant upcoming opportu-

nities for input is the Com-

munity Needs Assessment 

Survey launching in June. 

Terri Hamilton shared,  

“This survey will give 

residents a chance to 

share their thoughts, expe-

riences, and ideas about 

how Bellville can continue 

to grow as an age-friendly 

community.” 

        The survey will be 

available online through 

the village website and 

social media with addition-

al information shared 

through local businesses, 

churches, and other com-

munity outlets.  Judy Cop-

persmith emphasized that 

residents are strongly en-

couraged to participate, as 

the results will help shape 

the Community Action 

Plan and guide priorities in 

the years ahead.  To ac-

cess the survey, visit vil-

lageofbellville.com/age- 

friendly-bellville/. 

        Looking ahead, plans 

are already in place for 

future programming.  Be-

ginning in Fall 2026, Bell-

ville will introduce a tech-

nology series designed to 

support older adults. The 

program will focus on 

building confidence in  

areas such as using 

smartphones, navigating 

social media, accessing 

online services like bank-

ing and utility payments, 

and staying safe while us-

ing technology.  This pro-

gram, along with the new 

Age-Friendly page on the 

village website, is funded 

through AARP Ohio grant 

dollars at no cost to the 

village. 

       As this work contin-

ues, one thing remains 

clear: community involve-

ment will be essential.  

Karen Smith shared, “By 

providing feedback, partic-

ipating in the survey, and 

staying engaged, residents 

have an opportunity to 

truly help shape what 

comes next.” 
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Special Feature 

Bellville 
Agricultural 

Society / Bellville 
Street Fair  

(419) 886-4280  
bellvillestreetfair.org 

 

167 Main Street | Bellville OH 44813 

419-545-0975 

Building an Age-Friendly 
Bellville Together 

ADVISORY GROUP 

Front Row L to R:  

Karen Smith, Judy 

Coppersmith 

Back Row L to R:  

Norris Tangeman, 

Trae Turner, Terri 

Hamilton 
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Jennifer VanMeter  -  Owner 
Jennifer@wishmakerhouse.com 

116 Main Street                                               419-886-9463 
Bellville, OH 44813                  www.wishmakerhouse.com 

DEB CARVER, Bellville Village Council 

       For nearly  five years, Deb Carver has served on the Bell-

ville Village Council, as chair of the Utilities Committee, and 

serving on Street, Safety, and Cemetery Committees.  What 

she values most is listening to residents and learning what 

matters to them. 

       A sixth-generation Bellville resident, Deb was raised on 

her grandparents’ farm after losing her parents at age five. 

Carver has worked for Neuman Technology for 38 years and 

was the fifth employee hired when the business began. 

        A graduate of Clear Fork High School, she enjoyed color guard and softball, 

where she played outfield and pitched.  

       She raised two daughters and a son on a small farm on Honey Creek Road with 

three horses, and multiple chickens.  Her love of birds started there with returning 

hawks and mockingbirds.  That passion carries into today with her five grandchildren, 

as “Nana Deb” hides bird figures around the house for them to find and learn about 

together. 

       Deb  helps decorate Wishmaker House during the holidays and was one of the 

first to decorate their igloos in winter with themes.  She loves crafting.  Her kids say 

she has the “Bellville Hobby Lobby” in her basement.  Her daughter has the notori-

ous  “Whoville House” that’s part of Christmas lights celebration each year.   

       This busy lady is a member of  the Pythian Sisters, and a huge Buckeye fan.  

Of Bellville Deb claims,  

“It’s one thing to bleed green and black, but to be truly involved in the                           

community is the best way to keep it a great town.” 

 

June 2 

August 4 

October 6 

At St. Paul Lutheran 

Church 

48 Church street 

Bellville 

Clear Fork High School 

CLASS of 1967 
59th Class Reunion 

June 27, 2026  |  5-7 pm 
Der Dutchman 

For information, contact: 
Linda Ransom Law 

lndalaw52@yahoo.com 

703-585-5272 

OR  

Gloria Benedict Teeter 

419-756-8569 
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The mission of the  
Bellville Bulletin,                   
a publication of the  
Clear Fork Valley  

Chamber of  Commerce,  
is to provide timely, local 
news and information to 
the residents of the area, 

and to support and     
promote businesses from 

Bellville, Jefferson   
Township, and surround-
ing areas through printed 
and online publications. 

 
The BB supports no    
specific religious or      
political affiliations         

or views. 
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The Bellville Bulletin 
P O Box 336  -  Bellville OH 44813  -  bellvillebulletininfo@gmail.com 

YES, I would like to support the Bellville Bulletin!   (Please complete the form and return with your check 

payable to the Clear Fork Valley Chamber of Commerce.)  

• SUPPORTER:  $50  -  for INDIVIDUALS who would like to support the Bulletin.  A list of SUPPORTERS 

will appear in each of twelve issues.     My check for $50 is enclosed:  ____ 

• MEMBER:   $100  -  for BUSINESSES.  Business name will appear on a list, along with a reproduc-

tion of their business card in each of twelve issues.  My check for $100 is enclosed:   ____  

• SPOTLIGHT MEMBER:  $200  -  for BUSINESSES.  Business name will appear on a list along with a 

reproduction of their business card in each of twelve issues, PLUS a once a year article about the 

business.  Enclosed is my check for $200____  (Limited number available) 

 

Individual/Contact Name:   _________________________________________________ 

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________________    

Email:  _____________________________________________   Phone:  __________________________  

Enclosed is a business card:  _____          Use card on file:   _____                                                                  

I will email a business card to bellvillebulletin@gmail.com:  _____ 

By providing your email address, you will automatically be added to our contact list and                             

receive a copy of the Bulletin via email each month. 

 

It’s hard for us to believe that this issue kicks off the FIFTH YEAR of the 

Bellville  Bulletin.  We’d like to say THANK YOU to everyone who continues 

to support our efforts.  Your comments or suggestions are always welcome 

at bellvillebulletininfo@gmail.com.  If you have something                         

you would like us to add to the monthly calendar, use                               

bellvillebulletinevent@gmail.com.   

A heartfelt Thank You from the BB workgroup, 

Carol Leedy, Jen VanMeter, Judy Coppersmith, Juli Baker, Lisa Baker,           
Nora Shumaker, Rachel Gatton 
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T H E  C L E A R  F O R K  V A L L E Y  
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  

Chamber Officers 
Jason Black, President   |   Rick Baker, Treasurer   |   Juli Baker, Secretary            

Executive Committee:  Kyle Babcock  |  Taylor Haught 

Helpful Hints for 

THANK YOU                            
to our concert sponsors 

Dick & Sandy Spayde, Dawn & Jeff 

Hammett, Griffon Jewelers, Rick & Juli 

Baker, Elite Insurance Agency, Cedar 

Lake Clock Repair, American Legion 

Irvin Hiskey Post 535, Allen Cabinetry, 

Edd & Kathy Black, V & M Family Res-

taurant, Commissioner Darrell & Marty 

Banks, Blackstone Insurance Agency, 

Mechanics Bank, Edward Jones-Hill 

Rooks Wealth Management Team, 

Mike & Debbi Broderick, Inspirations 

Academy, Southern Title of Ohio Ltd., 

Smith Hardware/Rustik Market, 

Stoodt’s Fresh Market, Mid-Ohio     

Business Builders 

WE COULDN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU! 

     HOSTING A PARTY?  Don’t know how much food to prepare?  Here are some basic guide-

lines for making your party a success.   

     If hosting a cocktail party, plan on 8-12 appetizers per person. Guests will generally eat 

five appetizers each in the first hour and three appetizers each for each subsequent hour. If 

your guest list is fewer than 45 people, plan on serving six different appetizers. For more than 

45 guests, approximately eight different appetizers.  Plan on three drinks per person during a 

two hour cocktail party. The amount of mixers you will need depends on the type of cocktail 

you plan to serve. Look at your cocktail recipes and multiply the volume of mixer ingredients 

needed per cocktail by three, per person, for a two hour party.   

     If hosting a dinner party, serve only two-three appetizers, enough to whet their appetite. 

For the meal, calculate about one pound of food per adult and a half pound per child. Allo-

cate eight ounces of sides per person.  For drinks, anticipate two drinks in the first hour and 

one drink per hour following that.  

     When hosting any kind of party, timing is everything.  Keep this in mind when you plan 

your menu.  Whether you choose to go fancy or keep it casual, consider including some dish-

es which can be prepared in advance so your “last minute” isn’t too stressful .  Remember, 

it’s a party, and you should enjoy it along with your guests. 

The best conversations happen over dinner! 

50th Annual SUMMER STREET MART 

Saturday, July 11   |   9 am to 3 pm 

For info email bellvillestreetmart@gmail.com 
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T hank you to our Supporters &  Members  

• American Legion Irvin Hiskey Post #535 

• Bellville Independent Agricultural Society 

• Bellville Jefferson Township Historical Society 

• Clear Fork Valley Foundation 

• Edward Jones—Hill, Rooks Wealth Mgmt. 

• Elements of Home 

• Inspirations Academy 

• Sentec Systems, LLC 

• Stoodt’s Fresh Market 

• Trae Turner, Licensed Health Insurance 
Agent 

• Treasure Chest Granite Pit LLC 

• Wishmaker House B & B, Winery &           
Restaurant 

• Wood Painting 

Supporters 
• Juli Baker 

• Rick Baker 

• Darrell Banks 

• Benick, Matt 

• Cynthia Bishop 

• Mike & Debbi 
Broderick 

• Bev Cole 

• Harry Cole 

• Dalisia 
Coppersmith 

• Jim Coppersmith 

• John Coppersmith 

• Judy Coppersmith 

• Larry & Karen 
Feichtner 

• Marcia Kasper 

 

• Roy & Dianne Kehl 

• Mary Kempton 

• Chris & Gail Laux 

• Dan & Lisa Mace 

• Gordy & Kate 
Peters 

• Dale & Mary Lou 
Shafer 

• Caleb Shope 

• Nora Shumaker 

• Jan Snavely 

• J. Paul Snyder 

• Jim Strickling 

• Rosemary Strickling 

• Linda Tucker 

• Larry & Jean Webb 

 

Members 
• Adam Brokaw Construction, 

LLC 

• American Legion Auxiliary 535 

• Bellville Merchants Co-op 

• Bellville Neighborhood 
Outreach Center 

• BP Electric 

• Bellville Lions Club 

• Carver Tupperware 

• Cedar Lake Clock Repair 

• Elite Insurance 

• John Studenmund, Attorney 

• Justin Enix, Wilson Family 
Realty 

• Locust Corners Bulk Food & 
Deli LLC 

• Nicole Feilon, Attorney-at-Law 

• Salvation Army, Clear Fork Unit 

• Sheriff Concessions 

• Southern Title of Ohio, Ltd. 

• Specialized Pipe Technologies 

• Valley Accounting LLC 

• Valley View Development LLC 

• Versa Clothing 

• Whitaker’s Natural Market 

Local Church Directory 

• All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church: 419-886-3497 

• Bellville Presbyterian Church:  

       419-886-3881 

• Bunker Hill Baptist Church:  

       419-883-3313 

• Chapel Hill United Methodist Church: 
419-886-3444 

• Christ Fellowship Church:  
        740-694-6936 

• Church of Christ: 419-886-0292 

• Clear Fork Alliance Church: 
       419-886-4333 

• First Baptist Church - Bellville:  
       419-886-2271 

• Hilltop Community Church:  
       419-756-4113 

• Impact Worship Center:  
       419-886-9964 

• New Life Church of Christ:  
       419-886-3611 

• Newville Church: 419-886-0049 

• North Bend Church:  
      northbendchurch.org   

• Owl Creek Brethren:  
       419-886-2036 

• Perry Church of Christ:  
       419-886-9988 

• Pleasant Grove Community Church:   
419-886-2128 

• Storyside Church: 419-512-9791 

• St. Paul Lutheran Church:  
       419-886-3521    
       church@stpaulbellville.org 

• Three Crosses Church:  
       419-883-3121 

Spotlight Members 
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Unit #535  

 
 

 

 

 

Valley View 
Development, LLC 

Jim Haring 

419-565-3050 

Contact the Library for additional information or to register 
for events: Butler Branch - 419-883-2220 | Bellville Branch 

- 419-886-3811 | www.mrcpl.libnet.info/events 

National Eat Your Vegetables Day on June 17th falls in the 

middle of National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month.  This 

celebration is one more opportunity to remind everyone to 

continue with this part of a healthy diet.  Vegetables are an 

essential part of a healthy lifestyle, so eat up!   YUM!  

GAMES & PRIZES FOR ALL AGES! 
Contact the Library for more information! 
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